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sions against the person of another."   These occurred in the
proportion of two to one.
The teacher's method of settling the conflicts arbitrarily
by deciding for or against one of the combatants did not
seem to be effective. In fact, when restraints were removed,
the most marked increase in conflicts was found in the group
where teacher interference had been most persistent and
deliberate.
Getting what he wants by aggressive behavior may appear
to the four-year-old child highly desirable and correct. One
three-and-a-half-year-old youngster engaged in the following
conversation with his mother: "Are I a good boy?" "Are
you?'* his mother asked. At that question his face lit up, he
squared himself, and said, "Sure, I'm good. I'm tough. I
fight an* everything/* During the preschool years children
begin to learn through their own experiences what nations
have not yet learned, that physical combat is not the best
way to settle disputes.
As the child grows older it is increasingly difficult to know
what the observed behavior really means to him. When is
"protective behavior" not protective behavior, "resistance,"
not really resistance? When is sympathetic behavior mo-
tivated not by a genuine concern for the distress of another
person but by a desire to obtain approval from the person
to whom sympathy is shown or from an adult?
Technics of Making Social Contacts. — In a favorable
environment, such as that of a good nursery school, spon-
taneous co-operation is frequently noticed. One day, when
a three-year-old girl did not know where to hang her hat
and coat, a little boy took her by the hand and showed her.
Two children played together with the swing, one pushing
and the other swinging. Two children set the table to-
gether without any supervision from the teacher.
Friendly overtures, however, are not always accepted.
One child dragged out two wagons and said to another child,
"Do you want to sit in two wagons?" No response. "Come
on and sit in two wagons." But the one appealed to was
interested in something else and paid no attention. Several

